Johnsons particularities.
{A.D. 1704.
'Thai Davius halli a very pretty wife1,'
when Dr. Johnson muttered Mead us not into temptation,' used with waggish and gallant luunour to whisper Mrs. Davtes, 'You, my dear, are the cause of this.'
lie hud another particularity, of which none of hi* friends ever ventured to ask an explanation"-1. It appeared to nu% some superstitious habit, which he had contracted early, and from which he had never called upon his reason to disentangle him. This was his anxious care to go out or in at a dour or pass-age by a certain number of steps from a certain point, or at least so as that either his right or his left foot, (I am not certain which,) should constantly make the first actual movement when he came close to the door or passage. Thus I conjecture: for I have, upon innumerable occasions, observed him suddenly stop, and then .seem to count his steps with a deep earnestness ; and when
hearing a. murmur vvkhrmi audible, articulation, thai he was praying : but tliis was not always the cast1, fur I was once, perhaps unpcreeivcel by him, writing at a table, HO nctir the place (if his retreat, that I heard him repeating some, lines in an ode, of Horace, over and over again, as if by iteration, to exercise the organs e>f speech, and fix the ode in his memory:
Audiet dves acuisse Jerritm Quo graves Peraas iite Audiet jugiku,,.,
Odes, i. a, at. [' Our sons shall hear, shall hear to
latest times, Of Roman arms with civil gore
imbrued,
Which better had the Persian foe subdued.'
Francis.]
It was during the American War, UUKNBY. Hoswell in his Hebrides (Oct. 12,1773) records, 'Dr. Johnson is often uttering pious ejaculations, when he appears to be talking to himself i for sometimes his voice grows stronger, and parts of the Lord's Prayer are heard.1 In the
same passage lie describe1!) other 1 particularities,' and aelels in a note : - 'It is remarkable that Dr. Johnson should have re-ad this account of some of his own peculiar habits, without saying anything on the subject, which I hoped he would have; done.' See /w/, Dec, 178.1, note.
1 Churchill's /'<w/«j, i. lO. See an/f, p. 391.
a ' It i» in vain to try to find a meaning in every one of his particularities, which, I (suppose, ares mores habits contracted by chance; of which every man has some that are more or le,»a remarkable.' BoBweU'a Hebrides, Oct. 12, 1773. 'The love of symmetry and order, which is natural to the mind of man, betrays him sometimes into very whimsical fancies. " This noble principle'," says a French author, " lows to amuse itself on the most trilling occasions. You may see a profound philosopher," says he, "walk for an hour together in his chamber, and industriously treading at every step upon every other board in the flooring." ' The Spcctnto^ No. 6j2.
liea year's widowhood in the club, before they thought of a new election.'
